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Now, Delhi to enjoy barricr-free toll plaza

MLET tenders ongoing at 108 plazas, plan to cover 700+ in 2026; technology to save X7000 cr a year on toll ops

DHRUVAKSH SAHA
New Delhi, 11 May

Commuters breezing through a
cloudy Monday morning on the
Urban Extension Road (UER)-IT in
Delhi slow their cars — like clock-
work — upon seeing the Mundka-
Bakkarwala toll plaza, expecting
boom barriers to momentarily halt
theirjourney before acamera zeroes
in on their number plate and lets
them through.

But they’re greeted by clear
tarmac and the continually
swerving arms of toll operators.
‘They’re waving at the flummoxed
drivers, many of whom have

stopped out of habit, togo pastthe &

plaza without halting.

“Maybe a technical defect has
causedthetoll plazatobecome non-
functional. Good, it saves me some
money!” said the occupant of a
vehicle crossing the plaza, only
to realise that the toll had indeed
been charged.

With the introduction of MLFF system at Mundka- Bakkarwala toll

e 1 ited
was launched just 15 days ago on a
stretch in Gujarat. At the launch of
MLFF at the Mundka toll plaza,
Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari
said that

d 700 plazas. Of
these, work is in progress at 17 loca-
tions and tenders have been floated
for 108 plazas.

Unlike the Choryasi toll plaza on

toll revenue by plugging leakages
and save around ¥7,000 crore a year
ontoll operations.

The system comprises four
elements — automatic number
plate recognition cameras (front
and rear); radio frequency identifi-
cation (RFID); reader antenna for
identification of Fastag and light
detection and ranging (LiDAR) for
profiling vehicles; and an audit
camera for verification.

The LiDAR starts identifying the
object from a distance and slowly
begins to form an image with accu-

plaza on Delhi's Urban
save fuel worth ¥285 crore a year

Little do they know their usual
route has been chosen to be Delhi’s
first and India’s second toll plaza to
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gobarrier-lessthroughthe adoption
the Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF)
technology.

rate di — critical to deter-
mining the rates based on the size of
the vehicle.

Gadkari wants toimplement the
system at every national highway
plaza with four lanes or more — this

the Bharuch highway, Wthh
hasnolaneswithboomb:

timeattoll Fastagimple-
mentation is 47 seconds.
“Eveninthebest lanesin India,
you would see up to 250 vehicles
cross the barrier during peak
hours. In barrier-less toll collec-
tion, since it is a seamless move-
ment, more than 500 vehicles cross
during peak hours. Throughput
has immediately more than
doubled,” said Mudit Agarwal,
chief executive officer, Indian
Highways Management Company
(IHMCL), the arm of the NHAI
ing the MLFF

is effectively a seamless continu-
ation of the road, the Mundka plaza
still has its plaza infrastructure
intact, with the boom barriers lifted.

“The Choryasitoll plaza has seen
a5 per cent increase in toll revenue
in the first 15 days of MLFF imple-
mentation,” said National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) Chairman
Santosh Kumar Yadav, allaying con-
cerns of revenue loss.

He said half the users who had
been issued e-notice for unverified
passage had shown wilful com-
pliance by depositing the fees
within 72 hours, with collection
crossing T3 million.

The potential for increasing rev-
enue is evident in the numbers, say

The queues lead to higher logis-
tics costs for freighters and deceler-
ationand accelerationina queueare
also waste of fuel, he said.

According to Gadkari’s esti-
mates, owners of vehicles will save
fuel worth 285 crore a year with the
introduction of MLFF.

The government has prepared
a multipronged plan to recover
unpaid fees, including penal
provisions such as not issuing the
no-objection certificate and fit-
ness certificate. [lowever, conces-
sionaires continue to have fears
about loss of revenue due to non-
compliant vehicles which will
now pass the plaza without paying
tolls, and have reportedly sought a

senior officials. The average waiting

ion from

the government.

The short-term performance of
MLEFF should be evidence enough
toallay fears of revenue lossand the
industry may budge onitscall fora
compensation mechanism from
the government, a senior govern-
ment official said. “In six months,
people will realise that the fears are
overplayed,” he added.

The NHAI has instituted an
e-notice system, under which a
notice s sent to vehicles that pass a
plaza without payingthe fee, and if
they choose to pay the dues within
72 hours, there will be no penalty
levied on them. After the period
lapses, they would have to pay
twice the fee.

The plan had earlier run into a
snag as the government did not
want to install Chinese cameras at
toll plazas due to security concerns.

At the Mundka Plaza, cameras
manufactured by Germany’s Bosch
Mobility have been installed.

Atthelaunch, the minister high-
lighted the need for seamless mobil-
ity in the National Capital Region,
andcriticised the Delhi government
for charging an “environment com-
pensation charge” or green cess,
on Delhi’sborders, hindering mobil-
ity and making the effort counter-
productive.

THIS IS A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOR INFORMATION PURPOSES ONLY AND IS NOT A PROSPECTUS ANNOUNCEMENT AND DOES NOT CONSTITUTE AN
INVITATION OR OFFER TO ACQUIRE, PURCHASE OR SUBSCRIBE TO SECURITIES UNDER THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE BOARD OF INDIA (ISSUE OF CAPITAL
AND DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS) REGULATIONS, 2018, AS AMENDED ("SEBI ICDR REGULATIONS"). NOT FOR RELEASE, PUBLICATION OR DISTRIBUTION
DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, OUTSIDE INDIA. INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING OF EQUITY SHARES ON THE MAIN BOARD OF THE STOCK EXCHANGES (AS DEFINED IN
THE DRHP) IN COMPLIANCE WITH CHAPTER Il OF THE SEBI ICDR REGULATIONS

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

Commuters rejoice, but
toll plaza staffers sense
doom at MLFF launch

With manual operations becoming obsolete,
many of Mundka’s 75 staffers await clarity

DHRUVAKSH SAHA
New Delhi, 11 May

operations earlier incurred expenditure of
nearly 15 per cent, which, under the MLEF
system, was expected to reduce to around 3-4
per cent. He stated that the reduction in oper-
ational costs could result in annual savings of
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Ashok Singh, a staffer at the Mundka-Bakkar-
vala toll plaza, is not one to hide his frustra-
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he will be transferred to a manual toll plaza
in Gujarat.

Arelieved Singh, who hails from
Varanasi, is one of the 75 staffers
at the plaza, which does not
require his services anymore,
as the introduction of multi-
lane free flow (MLFF) system

were around 75 of us working here,” said 25-
year-old Ramprakash (name changed).
P TN The youngster, who hails from
Ratlam in Madhya Pradesh and
earns 15,000 a month, is still
waiting for directions from the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) on where
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ational only on two of the 700-
plus eligible plazas, and

his next job will be. “We will
have tolook for other work once
this technology is on every

plaza,” he said.
Officials are aware of

there is plenty of room for
many of these staffers to be
accommodated elsewhere.

the unease among the
staffers.
“Not all of these jobs
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Berger Paints ad, flags SRO for digital

meme for disparagement  precious metals
Rew D, iy ccosystem

- AJINKYA KAWALE

The Bombay High Court has barred further circula- Mumbai, ' May

tion of a Berger Paints advertisement that compared

its Easy Clean product with that sold by Asian Paints. Fintech industry members have estab-

Itobserved thatt tocrossthe
line from comparative advertising into outright dis-

lished a self-regulatory organisation
(SRO), the Digital Precious Metals
Assurance Council of India(DPMACI) to
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nforce governance and t
to reduce regulatory uncertamty
around digital gold.

Members include sellers and dis-
tributorsofdigital gold and silverin the
country such as MMTC-PAMP, Safe-
Gold, Augmont, PhonePe, BharatPe,
Mobikwik, Gullak, Lenden Club, and
Cred. The SROwill beled by Nirupama
Soundararajan who joined the associ-
ation as an independent chairperson.

“Toensureallmembersadheretothe

Justice Arif S Doctor, ds passed
on May 8, found that Asian Paints had established a
prima faciecase.In his order, Justice Doctor took note
ofasegment inthead where ameme flashed the word
“Fraud!” following a stain-removal demonstration.

The dispute arose from a commercial intellectual
property suit filed by Asian Paints Ltd against Nam-
gial Enterprise and others, including Berger Paints
IndiaLtd.

According to Asian Paints, its legal team was
alerted on May 5 that a 102-second promotional clip
titled Drishyam Series — Episode 1 was being circu-
lated extensively in WhatsApp groups comprising highest industry standards, the
paint dealers and members of the trade. It later dis- DPMACI framework will ensure a 1:1
covered that the video was uploaded on physical

Asian Paints argued before the Court that the ad penodlcaudltsandthe requirement that
compared Berger’s Easy Clean paint withits Apcolite | all holdings conform to London/UAE/
All Protek Shyne product. Although the narration did Indian good delivery st'\nd'\rds Tewill
notexpresslyidentify Asian Paints, t] also work to of
tended that its paint container was displayed promi- an Ombudsman framework to address
nently enough for viewersto unmistakably recognise customer complaints and ensure
therival product. redressal within agreed timeframes,”

It submitted that the video projected Berger’s DPMACI said ina statement.
paint as genuinely stain-resistant while portraying In 2025, Securities and Exchange
the Asian Paints product as ineffective through a lip- Board of India said digital gold products
stick stain test. ‘were outside ts purview.

Agreeing with the submissions, Justice Doctor ‘This meant regulators could not
observed that the commercial, when viewed in its inspect fintech platforms’ physical
entirety, disclosed aclear case of disparagement. The vaults to verify presence and purity
Court also accepted Asian Paints’ apprehension that ofgold.
additional adsin the same vein could follow. “By proactively instituting a

“Also, thefact that tk tisement i common framework of transparency
titled ‘Dnshyam Series — Episode 1 justifies the seri- and rigorous standards, we are build-

10,2026. The DRHP it ir it ie.

ousapy of the Plaintiff that more such dis- ing a foundation for sustainable
paraging advemsemems may follow soon. Hence, growththat prioritises consumer trust.

iP dated May 10,
O 020

ion Instituti
Ms, e, C pital P 2pital.comand ofthe lmpugned advertisement [hrough WhatsApp
" ‘Risk Factors’ N sl
DRHP. 1 media platfc tocause
q ji including the United Stat i the U immense and irreversible prejudice to the goodwill
writies Act of 1933 or ‘the Equity i the Company and that will and repuration of the Plaintiff and its said product,”
However, . the order said.

practices like inde-
pendent audits and clear custodial
safeguards are good for the entire
sector, as these reinforce consumer

protection and market credibility,”
Soundararajan said in a statement.




